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ESTABLISHING REGIONAL NETWORKS TO CATER FOR BCH
ACTIVITIES

Obijective:

Establish regional networks and identify centers of excellence for the
sustainability of national and regional BCH.



WHAT IS REGIONAL NETWORK?

Regional networks are effectively the coming together of groups in an area
who are engaged in Transition. There are lots of benefits to doing this as well as

lots of challenges, ultimately regional networks have to be beneficial not a
burden.

“Role of regional networks

“Be a place for peer to peer support to happen, informally and formally.

“Provide a support network for Transition groups.

*Organize regional events / conferences / training.



EXAMPLES OF REGIONAL NETWORKS THAT CATER BCH ACTIVITIES
IN WEST AFRICA

- The West African Monetary and Economic Union (WAEMU) (also known under
the French acronym, UEMOA)

- The Member States are Benin, Burkina Faso, Céte d’lvoire, Guinea Bissau, Mali,
Niger, Senegal and Togo.

- WEST AFRICA REGIONAL BIOSAFETY PROJECT
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Bienvenue au Portail Régional de
I'UEMOA

Le Centre Régional d'Echanges et
d'Informations sur la Prévention des Risgues
Biotechnologigues de 'UEMOA (CREIPRE-
UEMOA) est un portail crée parla
commission de PUEMOA pour faciliter
I"'échange d'informations des huit Etats
membres de 'UEMOA (BEénin, le Burkina
Faso, la Cote d'Ivoire, la Guinée Bissau, le
Mali, [e Miger, le Sénégal et le Togo) relatives
aux organismes vivants modifies (OWM) et
aider les Parties & mieux respecter leurs
obligations en vertu du Protocole de
Cartagena.
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PLENARY SESSION

A volunteer or designated reporter will hold the plenary session with his peers
by collecting their outputs with RAs supervision.



TOPICS OVERVIEW ON REGIONAL NETWORKING

1. Ildentify possibilities of regional cooperation that may fund BCH capacity
building beyond BCH3 project (programs, projects, regional or international

agencies);

2. ldentify institutions (name, acronym, country, contacts) that may lead and
act as centers of excellence in a regional network;

3. List some advantages and disadvantages of being in a regional network
for information sharing on LMOs?

4. Define criteria and steps to establish a regional network.
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