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It was established by Art. 20 of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to:

• Facilitate exchange of scientific, technical, environmental and legal  information 
on and experience with, living modified organisms  (LMOs); and

• Assist Parties to implement the Protocol

The Biosafety Clearing House

• What is the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH)?

The BCH is an online platform that provides access to the information made 

available by the CPB Parties and Biosafety Organizations relevant to the 

implementation of the Cartagena Protocol, as well as other international biosafety 

information exchange mechanisms.



Access the BCH at: https://bch.cbd.int/



In accordance with Art. 20(3) of the Cartagena Protocol, each Party should make 
available to the BCH certain categories of information. These include:

The Biosafety Clearing House

• Why do we submit information on the BCH?

• Any existing laws, regulations and guidelines for implementation of the Protocol, 
as well as information required by the Parties for the advance informed 
agreement procedure;

• Any bilateral, regional and multilateral agreements and arrangements;

• Summaries of its risk assessments or environmental reviews of LMOs generated 
by its regulatory process, including, where appropriate, relevant information 
regarding products thereof;

• Its final decisions regarding the importation or release of LMOs; and



Further information are required as per different articles of the protocol and 
include:

The Biosafety Clearing House

• Why do we submit information on the BCH?

• Illegal transboundary movements (CPB. Art. 25)

• Unintentional transboundary movements including a contact point for emergency 
measures (CPB. Art. 17)

• Competent National Authorities and National Focal Points (CPB. Art. 19); and

• Reports submitted on the national implementation of the protocol pursuant to 
(CPB. Art. 33).

• Additionally, several BCH information requirements have been included in 
subsequent COP-MOP decisions.



• Parties provide some information voluntarily, including information on 
laboratories, activities, academic research and projects related to biosafety.

The Biosafety Clearing House

• Why do we submit information on the BCH?

• Governments that are not Parties to the Protocol, as well as non-governmental 
organizations, are encouraged to register relevant biosafety information on the 
BCH website.



1. The BCH National Focal Point: (BCH-NFP)

The Biosafety Clearing House

• What are the different types of BCH users?

Nominated to be responsible for coordinating BCH issues with the CBD Secretariat 
and has the following functions:

• Liaison with the CBD Secretariat on the technical aspects of national 
participation in the BCH, as well as issues of relevance to the development and 
implementation of the BCH;

• Registration of national information in the BCH to make it publicly available

• Validation and publication of national information that was submitted by other 
national users;

• Facilitation of the establishment of a network of multi-sectoral partnerships and 
participants, as appropriate, in the implementation of the process of registering 
national information on the BCH.

• Management of National Authorized Users (NAUs) in the BCH

Annex D of the CPB-MOP decision BS/I-3. 



1. The BCH National Focal Point: (BCH-NFP)

The Biosafety Clearing House

• What are the different types of BCH users?

How does a country designate a BCH-NFP?

- The BCH NFP is nominated through an official written communication addressed to 
the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity by the country’s 
relevant authorities. These include: 

• Government of the country

• Focal Point of the Convention on Biological Diversity

• Focal Point of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

- Once officially nominated and registered by the Secretariat, the BCH NFP may 
register information in the BCH and manage National Authorized Users (NAUs).



2. A National Authorized User: (NAU)

The Biosafety Clearing House

• What are the different types of BCH users?

• A user designated by the BCH NFP, who has the authority to register national 
records in the BCH on behalf of their government;

• NAU works in coordination with the national focal point and can register 
national records in the BCH, but these records will only be published after they 
have been validated and approved by the BCH-NFP;

• A country BCH NFP may designate as many NAUs as needed.



3. A General User: (GU)

The Biosafety Clearing House

• What are the different types of BCH users?

- Any user who register himself in the BCH website to be able to:

• Submit reference records to the Secretariat for publication in the BCH 
• Subscribe to updates or newsletters

• Practice on the BCH training website

• Participate in BCH activities such as forums and online meetings



4. Unregistered users:

The Biosafety Clearing House

• What are the different types of BCH users?

• May browse and search all the content available in the BCH
• Cannot submit any records in the BCH or participate in any BCH activities. To 

perform these functions they need to create an account



The Biosafety Clearing House

• How is information submitted to the BCH?

• Information is submitted in the form of records for publication by navigating to 
the Submit page in the BCH. Here, users can view all the different record types 
they are able to submit.



The Biosafety Clearing House

• How is information submitted to the BCH?

• Information is submitted in the form of records for publication by navigating to 
the Submit page in the BCH. Here, users can view all the different record types 
they are able to submit.

bch.cbd.int



The Biosafety Clearing House

• How is information submitted to the BCH?

• Each record type has a standardized form (a “common format”) that needs to 
be filled with all pertinent information associated with that record.

• Common formats are intended to facilitate the indexing of information and its 
inclusion in databases which simplifies searching for and locating information in 
the BCH database.



The Biosafety Clearing House

• How is information submitted to the BCH?

- Common formats are data 
entry forms that can be filled 
out online, and can also be 
downloaded as Word files in 
any of the UN languages



The Biosafety Clearing House

• How is information submitted to the BCH?

- Offline common formats can 
be used to collect the required 
information from national 
departments before being 
submitted online.



The Biosafety Clearing House

• What are the categories of records in the BCH?

National records 

- include information Parties are obliged to provide in accordance with the 

Protocol as well as  other national information relevant to the implementation of 

the Protocol.

- Must be approved for publishing by the country’s BCH Focal Point

Reference records 

- include a number of biosafety-related resources and  information .

- Can be submitted by any registered user and are validated  by the Secretariat

prior to their publication



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National records



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National records



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National Focal Points (NFP)

- National Focal Point Records can only be published by the Secretariat of the CBD 

upon receipt of an official written nomination from a government and includes the 

following:

• Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety National Focal Points (responsible for liaison 
with the secretariat). (CPB. Art. 19.1)

• Biosafety Clearing House National Focal Point (responsible for publishing 
information in the BCH. (CP. MOP Dec. BS/I-3. )

• Emergency Measures Contact Point (Responsible for receiving notification under 
CPB. Art.17).



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National records



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Competent National Authority (CAN)

- Each party should designate one or more competent national authorities (CNA) 

which shall be  responsible for performing the administrative functions required 

by the Protocol (CPB. Art. 19.2)

- This information is to be made available on the BCH (CPB. Art. 19.2)



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National records



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Supplementary Protocol Competent Authorities (SPCA)

Parties to the NKLSP were requested to  designate a competent authority to 

perform  the functions set out in Art. 5 of the NKLSP,  and to make the contact 

information of its  competent authority available in the  Biosafety Clearing-House

NKLSP. Art. 5 

Under the Nagoya – Kuala Lumpur  Supplementary Protocol on Liability and 

Redress  (NKLSP), competent authorities are to take a  number of actions in the 

event of damage or  where there is sufficient likelihood that damage  will result if 

timely response measures are not  taken



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National records



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Biosafety Laws, Regulations, Guidelines and Agreements (LAW)

CPB. Art. 2

Parties “shall take necessary and appropriate legal, administrative and other  

measures to implement its obligations under this Protocol.”

CPB. Art. 14

“Parties may enter into bilateral, regional and multilateral agreements and  

arrangements regarding intentional transboundary movements of living modified  

organisms, consistent with the objective of this Protocol and provided that such  

agreements and arrangements do not result in a lower level of protection than 

that  provided for by the Protocol.”



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Biosafety Laws, Regulations, Guidelines and Agreements (LAW)

CPB. Art. 20

Parties to the Protocol are required to make available in the BCH their laws,  

regulations, guidelines and other measures for the implementation of the 

Cartagena  Protocol, as well as bilateral, regional and multilateral 

agreements and  arrangements regarding the intentional transboundary 

movement of living modified  organisms.



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National records



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Countries’ Decisions or any other Communications 

CPB. Art. 20. 3(d)

Parties are required to make decisions and other communications available in 

the  BCH. These include:

I. Decisions on living modified organisms (LMOs) for intentional introduction into the  

environment;

II. Decisions on LMOs for direct use as food or feed, or for processing;

III. Other decisions, declarations, notifications or communications under the  

Cartagena Protocol





The Biosafety Clearing House

• National records



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Risk assessments generated by a regulatory process (RA)

CPB. Art. 20. 3(c)

Parties are required to make risk assessments generated by a regulatory process  

available in the BCH in accordance.

- Risk assessments or environmental reviews of LMOs generated by a regulatory  

process are to be carried out in accordance with CPB. Art.15

- Annex III of the Protocol outlines the general principles, methodology, and other  

points to consider when conducting a risk assessment



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National records



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National Biosafety Websites or Databases (NDB)

CPB. Art. 23 (Public Awareness and Participation)

Parties shall:

• Promote and facilitate public awareness, education and participation 

concerning  the safe transfer, handling and use of LMOs

• Endeavor to ensure that public awareness and education encompass access to  

information on LMOs

- National websites or databases include publicly searchable internet sites on 

biosafety  that are maintained by governments or national institutions.



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National records



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National Reports on implementation of the Protocol (NR)

CPB. Art. 33 (Monitoring and Reporting)

Each Party shall monitor the implementation of its obligations under this Protocol, 

and  shall, at intervals to be determined by the Conference of the Parties serving 

as the  meeting of the Parties to this Protocol, report to the Conference of the 

Parties serving  as the meeting of the Parties to this Protocol on measures that it has 

taken to  implement the Protocol.



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National Reports on implementation of the Protocol (NR)

The fourth national report

- The reporting format was developed within the context of decision CP-VIII/14, 

taking  into account comments for the improvement of the reporting format received 

from  Parties following the second meeting of the Subsidiary Body on 

Implementation as  well as the recommendations of the Compliance Committee.

- The reporting format was adopted in decision CP-9/5.



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National Reports on implementation of the Protocol (NR)



The Biosafety Clearing House

• National records



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Biosafety Experts (EXP)

The roster of biosafety experts was established by ExCOP-1 Decision EM-I/3 and  

aims to:

“provide advice and other support, as appropriate and upon request, to 

developing  country Parties and Parties with economies in transition, to conduct risk 

assessment,  make informed decisions, develop national human resources and 

promote institutional  strengthening, associated with the transboundary movements 

of LMOs.”

Decision BS-IV/4 sets out:

• The criteria and minimum requirements for experts to be nominated to the roster 

of  experts (Annex I)

• Guidelines for the roster of experts (Annex II).



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Reference records Can be submitted by any  registered user

- SCBD will validate and publish



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Reference records

CPB. Art. 20:

• Facilitate exchange of scientific, technical, environmental and legal  information 
on and experience with, living modified organisms  (LMOs); and

• Assist Parties to implement the Protocol



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Contact records type

• Is another type of record that can be registered by any user,

• Once the contact information is registered, it can be included as a part of 
several records, 

• It simplifies the registration process for users. 



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Dec. CP-9/1 (Compliance)

• Urges Parties to make all required information available in the Biosafety  
Clearing-House in a timely manner, in particular risk assessments and final  
decisions relating to the first intentional transboundary movement of living 
modified  organisms for intentional introduction into the environment, including 
living  modified organisms intended for field trials;

• Reminds Parties of the need to maintain up-to-date details of their national  
focal points on the Biosafety Clearing-House;

• Urges Parties to coordinate at the national level to avoid inconsistency of  
information in the national reports and the Biosafety Clearing-House and  
encourages communication between national focal points and competent 
national  authorities;



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Dec. CP-9/2 Operation and activities of the Biosafety Clearing-House

• Urges Parties to coordinate at the national level to avoid inconsistency of  
information in the national reports and the Biosafety Clearing-House and  
encourages communication between national focal points and competent 
national  authorities;

• Endorses the joint modalities of operation for the clearing-house mechanism of  
the Convention, the Biosafety Clearing-House and the Access and Benefit-
sharing  Clearing-House, contained in the annex to decision 14/25 of the 
Conference of the  Parties, which are complementary to the modalities of 
operation of the Biosafety  Clearing-House adopted in decision BS-I/3;



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Dec. CP-9/2 Operation and activities of the Biosafety Clearing-House

• Ensure common approaches are taken in the development and administration  of 

the clearing-houses, while preserving the specific functionalities unique to  each 

clearing-house.



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Dec. CP-9/11 Unintentional TM & emergency measures

• Requests the Executive Secretary to continue collecting information relevant to  

detection and identification of LMOs and making it available on  the BCH



The Biosafety Clearing House

• Dec. CP-9/12 Transit and contained use of living modified organisms

• Reminds Parties of their obligation under Article 20, paragraph 3(d), and  

encourages other Governments to publish in the Biosafety Clearing-House their  final 

decisions regarding the importation or release of living modified organisms;



Questions and discussions



Thank you !

For more information, please email

elkawyo@gmail.com

Ossama.elkawy@un.org

+201111561456


