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To Navigate the New BCH Platform

• Home page

• Country profiles

• Searching the Database

Navigating the BCH

• Objectives



You can access the BCH at: https://bch.cbd.int/



The Horizontal Navigation Bar is where the 7 sections of the BCH website can be 

accessed.
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If you are logged into the website your name will be reflected.



You can update your profile information, change your password, see your email 

alerts or log out using this drop-down menu



By clicking on the bell icon



You can access your received messages and notifications



You can select your preferred language from the ‘en’ drop-down menu 





Clicking on the country profile drop-down menu will get you to the countries’ profile 

interface.



The top section of the profile page has an interactive map with clickable published 

national records to the right of it



Clicking on a country from the interactive map



Will zoom on the country and display its published records to the right of the map



The bottom section of the countries’ profile page shows a list of all countries with 

the number of published records under each category (NFP, CNA, SPCA etc.).



This section has filters by ‘Countries’, ‘Party Status’ with regards to the Cartagena 

Protocol and ‘Regions.



You can arrange countries in alphabetical order or by decreasing or increasing 

number of a given record type



You can also download the results in spreadsheet format.



Clicking on any country from the list



You get to the country profile page which displays the country information,  status 

and a list of all published records.



Clicking on any record category



Will expand the list of records pertaining to it



Clicking on a record



Will expand it on the same page



Clicking on the record ID will open the record in a new browser page



The Search  drop down menu allows you to query all information published in the 

Clearing-House. 



You can access the search page by clicking on Records



The registries pages provide summary information on Living Modified Organisms, 

unmodified parental, recipient or donor organisms and genetic elements registered 

in the BCH. Each category arranged in alphabetical way.



The National report analyzer page shows the statistics of the submission of reports 

on implementation of the Cartagena Protocol in Parties and allows you to select 

specific sections of the reports 



On the search pageOn the search page, records can be foundOn the search page, records can be found by typing a word in the free text search 

field 

On the search page, records can be found by typing a word in the free text search 

field and/or by using a combination of filters to narrow your search.

On the search page, records can be found by typing a word in the free text search 

field and/or by using a combination of filters to narrow your search. Then, results 

can be sorted and displayed in different ways for user convenience.



‘Record types’ global filter allows users to search by 

specific National, Reference or SCBD categories of records.



Selecting Risk assessment record type, the Global filter used appear on the top of 

the page. 



You can continue narrowing your search by using the sub-filters only, or a 

combination of sub-filter and global filters.



Keywords Global filter allows users to select from a pre-defined list of keywords.



Country allow users to filter by a country or countries. You can also filter by 

countries that are 'Parties', 'Non-Parties' and 'Ratified, not yet Party'.



Regions allow users to filter by region(s) or regional group(s).



Date allow users to filter by a specific date or date range. The Date filter allows 

you to search for records published within (i) a pre-determined date range (e.g. 

“Last 7 Days”); or (ii) a date range that you can specify (“Custom Range”); or (iii) 

on a specific day of any year.



As you add more filters/ subfilters..



The search results will be updated



Clicking a global filter a drop down menu will appear, where you can temporarily 

disable, delete the global filter or exclude its results.



If you are logged in to the BCH, you can save your search results by clicking on 

‘Save this search’



You can also choose to get notified if records relevant to this search are added or 

updated



You can access your saved searches by click on ‘My saved searches’ tab beside the 

Global filters bar



On the ‘My saved searches’ tab you will get the list of your saved search



You can adjust the frequency of email notification if the search results changes, you 

can also access the search results, edit your filters or delete your saved search



• How would you use the BCH to find all Competent National  Authorities in Central, 
Eastern and Western Asia?

Exercise 1



Navigating the BCH

• Some record types Common formats and subfilters

Competent National Authorities (CNA)

Countries' Decisions or any other 

Communications (DEC)

Risk assessments generated by a 

regulatory process (RA)

Living modified organisms (LMO)

National

Reference



Navigating the BCH

• Competent National Authority
1. General information

• Name and contact information

2. Responsibilities
• Administrative functions, types 

of organisms under its 

responsibility, detailed 

description of the regulatory 

function

3. Additional information
• Links to other relevant 

websites and/or attached 

documents with additional 

details

https://bch.cbd.int/en/database/CNA/BCH-CNA-EG-10349-4

https://bch.cbd.int/en/database/CNA/BCH-CNA-EG-10349-4


Navigating the BCH

• Countries' Decisions or any other Communications (DEC)
1. General information

• Country, CNA responsible, title, and date

2. Subject of the decision

• Intentional introduction to environment; direct use as food, 

feed or processing; other decision or communication

3. Result of the decision information
• Approval with/without conditions, prohibited, request for 

additional information, etc

4. LMO identification & risk assessment

• Cross-linkage to the associated LMO and RA record

5. Document on the decision, communication, notification or 

declaration

6. Additional information

• Links to other relevant websites and/or attached documents 

with additional details

https://bch.cbd.int/en/database/DEC/BCH-DEC-ZA-5712-7

https://bch.cbd.int/en/database/DEC/BCH-DEC-ZA-5712-7


Navigating the BCH

• Risk assessments generated by a regulatory process (RA)
1. General information

• Title, date, responsible authority, contact details

2. Risk assessment details

• LMO(s), scope, risk assessment report/summary

3. Methodology and points to consider
• Potential adverse effects, likelihood, possible consequences, 

estimation of risk, recommendation on whether risks are 

acceptable/risk management strategies, needs for further 

information, receiving environment, LMO detection and 

identification

4. Additional information

https://bch.cbd.int/en/database/RA/BCH-RA-KR-263023-3

https://bch.cbd.int/en/database/RA/BCH-RA-KR-263023-3


Navigating the BCH

• Living modified organisms
1. Identity of the LMO

• Name, transformation event, OECD unique identifier, 

developer, description, parental/recipient organism, point of 

collection, related LMO(s)

2. Characteristics of the modification process

• Vector, techniques used for modification, introduced or 

modified genetic elements

3. LMO characteristics

• Modified traits, other genes whose expression was affected 

by the transformation, common uses of the LMO

4. Detection methods
• Links to European Commission Joint Research Centre and 

CropLife Detection methods database

5. Additional information

https://bch.cbd.int/en/database/LMO/BCH-LMO-SCBD-263095-1

https://bch.cbd.int/en/database/LMO/BCH-LMO-SCBD-263095-1


• A risk assessor wants to find information relevant to assessing  drought 

tolerant maize

Exercise 2

You are working for the Competent National Authority in Azerbaijan  and you have 

received your first application to import drought tolerant  maize for field trials. 

Carry out a quick survey of relevant information  on the BCH that may assist you in 

undertaking a risk assessment.



Exercise 2: Option 1

• Un expert souhaite trouver l’information nécessaire à l’évaluation 

des risques de papayer résistant

Vous travaillez pour une ANC (Autorité nationale compétente) au 

Ghana et venez de recevoir la première demande d’importation de 

papaye transgénique pour réaliser des essais sur le terrain. Le papayer 

génétiquement modifiée exprime la protéine de capside du virus des 

taches en anneaux du papayer (Papaya ringspot virus; PRSV), ce qui le 

rend résistant à l’infection de ce virus.
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Exercise 2: Option 1



Exercise 2: Option 1



Exercise 2: Option 2



Exercise 2: Option 2
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Exercise 2: Option 2



Questions and discussions



Thank you !

For more information, please email

elkawyo@gmail.com

Ossama.elkawy@un.org

+201111561456


